
  

11.18.2020   
  

Dear   CVSU   Families:   
  

As   the   number   of   positive   COVID   cases   rise   in   our   region,   I   wanted   to   
take   some   time   to   explain   how   I   come   to   a   decision   to   move   students   
to   remote   learning.     

  
  I   have   a   team   approach   to   these   decisions   that   include   Chantelle   
Safford   RN,   our   COVID   Coordinator,   the   principals,   the   building   nurses   and   the   Department   of   
Health.    There   are   more   medical   professionals   on   this   team   for   a   reason.    I   am   not   an   
epidemiologist;    I   am   an   educator.    I   need   to   rely   on   others   with   expertise   I   do   not   have   to   help   
guide   the   decision   making.    The   final   decision   is   mine   to   make,   but   I   need   the   medical   folks   as   
an   integral   part   of   the   process.     
  

The   schools   are   notified   by   the   Health   Department   if   a   student   in   their   school   tests   positive   for   
the   virus.    Through   an   analysis   of   when   the   student   was   last   in   school   and   when   the   student   
became   symptomatic,   the   Health   Department   determines   whether   or   not   the   student   was   ever   a   
danger   to   the   learning   community.    In   most   cases   they   are   not.     They   were   already   quarantining   
because   of   a   family   member’s   exposure   or   positive   test,   or   they   weren’t   feeling   well   and   had   
been   kept   home   for   precautionary   reasons.    If   it’s   determined   the   student   WAS   in   school   during   
his   or   her   infectious   period,   then   the   school   puts   together   a   “line”   list   that   identifies   who   the   
student   had   been   in   contact   with   during   that   time.    (Logs   are   kept   in   each   room   with   who   and   
when   people   enter   and   leave)    Based   on   the   amount   of   time   and   the   type   of   contact   a   student   
had   with   classmates   or   adults,   the   Health   Department   determines   who   is   considered   a   “close   
contact”.    Close   contacts   are   notified   and   interviewed   to   determine   other   possibilities   for   
exposure.    The   schools   respond   by   moving   to   remote   learning   -   sometimes   for   the   school   and   
sometimes   for   a   grade   level   or   particular   cohort   group.    We   try   to   disrupt   learning   for   as   few   
folks   as   we   can.    How   long   students   are   participating   in   remote   instruction   depends   on   where   in   
the   14   day   quarantine   requirements   the   student   was   last   in   school.    This   would   be   the   same   
process   for   an   adult   who   works   in   the   school   and   tested   positive.     
  

At   the   time   I   am   writing   this   letter,   we   have   no   positive   cases   in   the   schools.    Students   showing   
any   symptoms   or   who   are   not   feeling   well   are   sent   home.    Building   nurses   follow   up   with   
families   to   discuss   possible   next   steps.    In   addition,   we   have   increased   our   quarantining   
expectations   and   are   instructing   families   to   err   on   the   side   of   caution   to   protect   the   learning   
community.    If   anyone   in   the   household   is   identified   as   a   close   contact   to   a   positive   case,   
we   are   requiring   all   household   members   to   stay   home   from   school   until   test   results   are   
received.     In   doing   this   we   can   further   protect   the   school   community   from   exposure.   This   will   
also   apply   to   extracurricular   activities   and   working   at   school.   
  

I   firmly   believe   that   the   schools   are   some   of   the   safest   places   for   your   students   to   be    at   this   
time.    WMHS   has   already   proven   the   safety   protocols   work.    They   had   a   positive   case,   but   there   
was   no   internal   spread   of   the   virus.    We’ve   known   all   along   that   the   virus   would   come   into   the   
schools   and   when   it   did,   it   would   come   from   the   outside.    Our   goal   has   always   been   to   mitigate   
with   a   vengeance   so   that   upon   entrance,   the   virus   would   be   stopped   in   its   tracks.    Because   of   
the   partnership   we   have   with   you,   our   commitment   to    keeping   the   school   safe   and   our   strategic   
implementation   of   targeted   remote   learning,   we   have   been   very   successful   and   caused   the   



  

minimum   amount   of   disruption   to   families.     Please   stay   diligent   about   keeping   your   students   
home   if   they   are   not   feeling   well,   wearing   a   mask   including   at   pick   up   and   drop   off,   and   limiting   
your   gatherings   outside   of   school   to   just   the   members   of   your   immediate   household.   
  

Please   be   confident   that   I   would   never   intentionally   put   your   students   or   teachers   in   
danger.     The   situation   for   schools   changes   on   a   daily   basis   and   I   will   continue   to   consult   with   
our   team   and   make   what   I   believe   to   be   the   best   decisions   for   our   students,   staff   and   families.   
When   a   change   to   remote   learning   is   necessary,   I   will   give   you   as   much   notice   as   I   can.   
  

Thanks   for   taking   the   time   to   read   this.    I   hope   it   helps.   
  

Have   a   peaceful   rest   of   your   day.     
  

Sincerely,   
Susette   Bollard   
Superintendent   of   Schools   
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